
2239 NW 2nd Ave. Miami, Fl. 33127 • 305-456-5478 • info@gsfineart.com • www.gsfineart.com

Gregg Shienbaum Fine Art - 1 / 2 - 06.27.2026

Walking Statuettes, full set of 7
Julian Opie

Date : 2017
Hand-painted statuettes
Sizes vary
Edition of 30
Signed and numbered
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Artist bio

Julian Opie is a visual artist, and one of the New British Sculpture movement. He is one of the most
significant  artists  of  his  generation  whose  artistic  preoccupation  has  investigated  the  idea  of
representation and the means by which images are perceived and understood.  Throughout his
practice, Opie has developed his own reductive formal language which seeks to reflect, not reality
itself, but rather the way in which reality is represented: his distinctive language of discipline and
formal consistency which is employed in his current portrait and landscape work.
He says, he sets out to strip things down, the purpose being to reflect and play on not just other art,
but on the artifice that he thinks frames contemporary experience: how what is seemingly natural in
human behavior  is  made up of  learned performance codes,  how artistic  conventions constrain
artistic practice.
In his portraiture, the human face is sometimes characterized by black outlines with flat areas of
color, and minimalized details, to the extent that an eye can become just the black circle of the pupil,
and sometimes a head is represented by a circle with a space where the neck would be, Opie tries to
portray someone’s personality in as little detail as possible.
Opie uses computers in art for other works. His work demonstrates how activities such as driving,
walking and climbing could be represented by simple reductions. In addition, Opie uses sculpture
and light installations to present items of everyday life.
Opie themes are different, but all connected with the concept of movement: engagement with art
history, use of new technology, obsession with the human body.
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